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Drill or not to drill? That is the question
 
 
 
Dear Editor:

Over 300 million years ago, nature provided what was to become the nation's largest natural 
gas deposit under most all of what is now Pennsylvania. Currently, many residents of 
Pennsylvania are in the process, or shortly will be, enjoying the experience of becoming 
millionaires from the sale of gas lying 5,000 - 8,000 feet below their properties in the Marcellus 
Shale. What nature provided to the residents of Pennsylvania has never before been more 
important, especially since technology has provided new means for recovery of such extensive 
natural gas from deep below our land surface. Currently about twenty companies are vying for 
drilling rights or are in the process of drilling wells from which the gas will be recovered. The 
recovery and use of this God-given natural gas couldn't come at a more opportune time of need.

Some private land owners and deer camps are being paid nearly $3,000 per acre for drilling 
rights plus have signed contracts granting them a 17% royalty on gas recovered, some more, 
some less. One company will pay $1 Billion for the rights to drill in 2008 and another 20 
companies have already paid landowners $1 Billion for the right to drill the Marcellus Gas. Many 
deer camps have leased and are ready to drill, but the Game Commission is dragging its feet to 
drill on adjacent game lands.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) now owns 1,435,890 acres of land most of which 
lies over the deep gas deposit referred to as the Marcellus Shale gas vaults. With natural gas 
recently valued at $13.00 per 1,000 cubic feet and fetching 25% royalty for many public lands. 
Sixteen deep vertical gas wells are estimated to be worth $52 million per square mile or for 
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I am embarrassed as a PA sportsman
Submitted by mcadooinfo on Sun, 08/31/2008 - 06:30.
I am an avid sportsman and live and hunt in Pennsylvania. I purchase a PA hunting license and 
all the necessary permits each year. I am embarrassed as a PA sportsman to hear you speak of 
gas drilling with so little disregard to the consequences. I live in McAdoo and have part of the 
EPA Super fund Site called McAdoo Associates right in my backyard. This area has been raped 
long enough by predominant businessman often masquerading as knowledgeable and having 
Dr. attached to their names; I am not impressed. The fact that there are huge fortunes to be 
made and what they benefit are pointless; “the end does not justify the means”. The horror 
stories of drilling for oil using Hydraulic Fracturing has surface from the use of this technology in 
Texas and Colorado. Since you signed your letter to the editor as hailing from Texas this now 
makes you ill-informed and a hypocrite to these dangers. Here are just a few reasons in a long 
list why the PA Game Commission should not drill for gas. 1.DEP has gone on record stating 
that they do not know what to do with the millions of toxic waste water developed from this 
type of drill and do not care, “it is not our responsibility “. 2.Will there be an open record law 
into what type of chemical are pumped into the ground during the fracture process? 3.How 
much water will be wasted and what are the long term effects on the surrounding communities 
from a large depletion of the water supply? 4.How will the toxic vapors be dealt with? 5.What 
adverse effects will the water depletion, toxic chemical, waste water and hazardous vapors have 
on the wildlife that I have come to appreciate and enjoy? The only good that your letter to the 
editor accomplished was to inform local sportsman as to the character of your organization, The 
United Sportsmen of Pennsylvania. 
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