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Packer Township supervisors are poised to do battle with the state attorney
general.
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Packer Township supervisors are poised to do battle with the state attorney general.

At its regular meeting Tuesday, supervisors voted unanimously to advertise their intent
to adopt an amendment to the township’s “Local Control, Sewage Sludge and Chemical
Trespass Ordinance” that would deny the attorney general’s authority to enforce what
the supervisors term “an illegitimate law” that would “deny community self-governing
rights to the people.”

The law in question is Pennsylvania’s Act 38 of 2005, known as the ACRE Law
(Agriculture, Communities and Rural Environment), which allows the attorney general to
review local ordinances when petitioned to do so by farmers and then either respond to
the petitions or bring action in Commonwealth Court.

An ordinance can be struck down if the court finds it exceeds local government authority.

The showdown between the board of supervisors and the Attorney General’s Office began
after township dairy and crop farmer Clyde Hinkle Jr., who was previously granted a
permit from the state Department of Environmental Protection to use a processed
sewage sludge, called biosolids, as fertilizer on his 100-acre farm, lodged a complaint
with the office of Attorney General Tom Corbett. Hinkle claimed his agricultural
enterprise would be hindered by the ordinance, which imposes strict regulations and
certain restrictions on the land application of biosolids within the township.

The ordinance, which was adopted by the township on June 11, also asserts the
constitutional right of residents of the township to refuse “chemical bodily trespass” by
corporations that would attempt to dump biosolids on the land.

The township received notice on June 23 from the attorney general that a review of its
biosolids ordinance is under way and that a lawsuit could be filed against the township if
Corbett’s office finds the ordinance unlawfully limits or restricts the farm’s normal
agricultural operation.

In response, the supervisors wrote an open letter to Corbett in late August stating that
the township is prepared to amend the ordinance to include language that refuses to
recognize the attorney general’s jurisdiction in the municipality and attempts “to enforce
a law which runs so contrary to democratic principles.”
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