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33 PV cases confirmed

Area residents listen Monday during a meeting in Genetti’s Best Western 
regarding a cluster of rare polycythemia vera cancer in Carbon, Luzerne 
and Schuylkill counties. 

HAZLETON — The federal Agency 
for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry on Monday confirmed 
something that residents of the 
intersections of Schuylkill, Carbon 
and Luzerne counties have 
thought for years — an unusually 
high number of people there are 
suffering from a rare blood cancer.
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HAZLETON — The federal Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry on Monday confirmed something that residents of 
the intersections of Schuylkill, Carbon and Luzerne counties have thought for years — an 
unusually high number of people there are suffering from a rare blood cancer. 
 
At a public meeting in Genetti’s Best Western Hotel, Hazle Township, the ATSDR released 
the final results of a two-year study that confirmed a statistically significant number of 
polycythemia vera cancer diagnoses in the area surrounding Ben Titus Road between 
Tamaqua and McAdoo. Residents in the affected ZIP codes were four times as likely to 
suffer from PV as residents living in outlying areas, according to the government. 
 
Thirty-three cases of the cancer have been clinically confirmed. 
 
Polycythemia vera is a rare bone marrow disorder that results in overproduction of red 
blood cells. It is classified as a cancer because stem cells in the marrow do not respond 
to the normal signal to stop producing red blood cells. 
 
In October 2006, at the request of the state Department of Health, ATSDR began a study 
into the number of PV cases reported in the tri-county area. The study, which confirmed 
a statistically significant cluster of diagnoses, also identified two smaller — but still 
statistically significant — PV cancer cluster areas, one south of Frackville in Schuylkill 
County and the other near Jim Thorpe in Carbon County. 
 
The 33 confirmed cases remains the first and only cluster of PV ever recorded in the 
United States. That was a slightly lower number than they reported last October, at the 
conclusion of their preliminary investigation into the cluster. 
 
Vince Seaman, research toxicologist with the ATSDR in Atlanta, said the study revealed 
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